
C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  C l a s s  o f  1996  
Q u a r t e r l y  E - n e w s l e t t e r

Welcome, classmates!  This is the first edition of the Class of 1996 Quarterly E-newsletter. 
Here you will find all of the information you need to stay abreast of class events, links to 
class and Cornell websites, updates from your classmates, and more.  This is your 
newsletter, so if you have ideas for features or if you would like more information about 
the contents of the newsletter, please contact us.  Best Wishes and Happy Reading!

2008-2009 EVENTS

• Homecoming 2008

Classmates Staci Nugent and Carrie Ermler braved the rain to join Alexi Clinton for 
the Homecoming game on Saturday, September 27. They were joined by young 
alum Jason Woodward 03’ MEng ’07 in the Alumni Tailgate tent for cider, wine, and 
the strange culinary concoction of “Tacos in a Bag.” Cornell went on to win 
against Yale, 17-14.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/34035501@N06/sets/72157612161588852/

_____________________________________________________________________________

• Zinck’s Night 2008

Cornellians around the world lifted a glass to Theodore Zinck this past October, 
and many of your fellow classmates were among them! Visit our Flickr page to see 
pictures from events in Ithaca and Washington, DC. 

Ithaca:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/34035501@N06/sets/72157612110597307/

DC:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/34035501@N06/sets/72157612109406403/

_____________________________________________________________________________

• Steven Squyres Lecture and Reception--  Washington, DC, 
November 2008

One hundred fifty Cornellians, including many ‘96ers, gathered at Aria Trattoria in 
the Ronald Reagan International Building in Washington, DC after Steven Squyres’ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/34035501@N06/sets/72157612109406403/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34035501@N06/sets/72157612110597307/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34035501@N06/sets/72157612161588852/
mailto:alv1@cornell.edu


lecture on the Mars Rover Project in November.   A raffle was held with two of 
Professor Squyres’ books about the project as prizes, and there were Cornell 
goodies aplenty.  The new Associate Vice President for Alumni Affairs, Chris 
Marshall, and his wife, Colleen were among those who made the trip from Ithaca 
for the event.  The reception was organized by Carolyn Caswell from the Class of 
1990 and A’ndrea Van Schoick from the Class of 1996, and was co-sponsored by 
the Classes of 1975-1980 and 1984-2008. Click below to view photos from the 
evening:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cu96/

_____________________________________________________________________________

Hockey Watches-- Ithaca

• Classmates and fellow hockey fans gathered at Pixel Lounge in Collegetown 
before select men’s hockey games this winter! The Class of ’96 hosted happy 
hours on Saturday game days starting at 5:30 pm at Pixel Lounge, 107 ½ Dryden 
Rd, Ithaca, NY. (Pixel is located in a former video arcade in the alley just east of 
Collegetown Video.) We look forward to continuing this event next season.  

Pixel Lounge:  http://pixelithaca.com/

Cornell Men’s Ice Hockey:
http://www.cornellbigred.com/index.aspx?tab=icehockey&path=mhockey

_____________________________________________________________________________

Cornell vs. Penn Men’s Basketball Game and Tailgate—
Philadelphia, PA, February 7th, 2009

The 96 Class Council members attended the Cornell Association of Class Officers 
conference in Philadelphia in February.  The council met to do some class 
planning on Saturday.  Saturday evening festivities included a pre-game tailgate 
supper at the Penn Club, then a march through the Penn campus with the Big Red 
Pep Band to the famous Palestra to watch the 2008 Ivy League men's basketball 
champions battle the Penn Quakers. Many thanks to the Cornell Club of Greater 
Philadelphia for hosting a winning evening!

Here are some of our photos from the event:

http://www.cornellbigred.com/index.aspx?tab=icehockey&path=mhockey
http://pixelithaca.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cu96/


     

     

    

    



   

_____________________________________________________________________________

96’ERS IN THE NEWS

Got a promotion?  Traveled somewhere exotic?  Adopted a pet?  We want to hear from 
you!!!  Each newsletter will feature 10 – 15 of our classmates (as you are selected, you will 
receive an email from us, approximately 6 – 8 weeks prior to newsletter distribution). 
Share your news or just say hello to your ’96 friends.  For this first issue, we thought it 
might be nice to re-introduce the current Class Council to you:

C o - P r e s i d e n t s

Krishna Collie is currently a consultant to the National Institutes of Health working on an 
Artificial Intelligence implementation with structured and unstructured data. He is an 
entrepreneurial leader who began his early career in public sector health initiatives and 
participated in the launch of a start up in the late 1990’s that was acquired. He then 
founded/co-founded two health information technology companies. He received his 
Bachelors degree in Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell University.

A’ndrea Van Schoick, who majored in Animal Science in CALS at Cornell,  is a 
veterinarian who divides her time between the FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine 
and her multi-state, small animal private relief practice.  She is a member of a number of 
professional organizations, and is currently President-Elect of the DC Academy of 
Veterinary Medicine.  In addition to her class council responsibilities, A’ndrea has 
maintained her ties to Cornell by working on the Annual Fund Campaign, interviewing 
prospective students with CAAAN, and she is currently the co-VP for programming for 
the Cornell Club of Washington, DC.  A’ndrea lives in northern Virginia; you can usually 
find her commuting along the I-66 corridor, trying to keep her three cats out of trouble, 



spending time outdoors, singing, and during hockey season, watching the best teams in 
the whole world: the Big Red, the New Jersey Devils, and the Washington Capitals.  

C o - V i c e  P r e s i d e n t s

Margaret Bae sends her regards and will update you with her goings-on in a future issue.

Alexi Clinton writes: “I’m sipping a bracing English Breakfast tea in my new apartment 
in chilly Ithaca, wondering how to sum up the past year, much less the (13!) years since 
graduation. I majored in Psychology at Cornell, but switched gears in 2005, earning a BS 
in Nutritional Sciences from the University of Arizona, and becoming a registered 
dietitian in 2006. I then worked as Project Manager of a research study at the University 
of Colorado until August of last year. Last summer was a time of upheaval and change: 
after much deliberation, my husband and I parted ways, and I moved from Boulder to 
Ithaca, my hometown. It helped that I still have family and close friends here – I now 
share an apartment with classmate Staci Nugent. The job market being what it is, I have 
cobbled together several part-time jobs: Project Assistant for the County Office for the 
Aging; retail staff at Collegetown Bagels; and some contract research work for the 
Human Services Coalition. I also volunteer for the New York Coalition for Healthy 
School Food, which provides fresh fruits and vegetables to several schools in New York 
State. I’m also enjoying doing what I can as Vice-President to promote greater 
participation in the class by developing some fun class activities in the Ithaca area. Here’s 
to hope and change in 2009!”

S e c r e t a r y

Carrie Ermler sends her regards and will update you with her goings-on in a future issue.

T r e a s u r e r /  M e m b e r s h i p

David Caleca is currently a Senior Director of CS Capital Advisors, LLC (“CSCA”) in 
New York.  CSCA is a dedicated healthcare and real estate investment banking and 
corporate advisory group.  Previous work experience includes three years in the 
investment banking divisions of NatWest Markets and Schroder & Co. Inc.  David is a 
graduate of the College of Arts & Sciences with a BA in Economics.  He also holds a 
General Course Economics degree from the London School of Economics.  Since 
graduating from Cornell in 1996, David has worked with the major gifts committee for 
the Cornell Annual Fund during our 10 year reunion and has been an active member of 
the Cornell Alumni Admissions Ambassador Network.  While studying at Cornell, David 
was an official and coordinating supervisor of the Intramural Sports Program and an 
active participant in the Italian Studies Club.

M e m b e r s h i p  

Eric Kutcher sends his regards and will update you with his goings on in a future issue.

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/AVanSchoick/Desktop/David Caleca bio.doc
file:///C:/Book/Alexi Clinton.doc.docx


W e b m a s t e r

Nicholas Grego graduated from the School of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell 
University in 1996 with a degree in Managerial Economics.  He currently lives in 
Brooklyn, New York and rides his bicycle almost everywhere he goes.

C l a s s  C o r r e s p o n d e n t s

Ron Johnstone went to law school after graduating from the College of Architecture, Art 
and Planning, and now works as an attorney in San Francisco.  Married with three 
children, Ron spends most of his free time coaching his kids' sports teams, avoiding 
home improvement projects, obsessing about deep dish pizza and keeping a close eye on 
the Los Angeles Lakers.

Carin Lustig-Silverman moved to NYC after graduating from the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences. There she worked in accounting at Ernst & Young LLP and then as 
Vice President, Controller for USA Network and the Sci-Fi Channel.  She is now living 
in Boston with her husband, Josh (also CALS ‘96), and “working” at home with her 
children Abigail and Jacob, and dog Maddie.

Courtney Rubin is a journalist in London, where she’s currently working for People 
magazine. Her book The Weight Loss Diaries—based on her columns for Shape 
magazine—was published by McGraw-Hill (Contemporary) in June 2004. She was a 
history major in the College of Arts and Sciences.

R e u n i o n  c o - C h a i r s

Carlton Griffin sends his regards and will update you on his goings-on in a future issue.

Jennifer Lagnado is an Assistant Principal of Operations at Lawrence High School in 
Nassau County on Long Island, New York.  Jennifer graduated in 1996 with a B.S. in 
Plant Sciences and an MAT in Science Education in 1997, both from the College of 
Agriculture & Life Science, and earned an Ed.D. from Columbia University in 2004.  She 
enjoys mentoring students and working with teachers and parents in helping children 
reach their highest academic potential.  In addition to her volunteer work with the Cornell 
Class of ‘96 and the Cornell Alumni Admissions Ambassador Network, Dr. Lagnado is 
also a board trustee of the Morris-Jumel Mansion in Manhattan and an active member of 
the New York Junior League.

C o u n c i l  a t - L a r g e

Jonelle Bradshaw de Hernandez sends her regards and will update you on his goings-on 
in a future issue.



Stephanie Cockerl A native New Yorker, Stephanie is an award winning web designer, 
developer, speaker and web consultant.  When she is not blogging or being social online, 
she is keeping an eye on her grandmother.

Diana Fox writes, “Hi 96ers, recently I've been trying to keep my Labrador out of the 
mud from all the melting snow in CT. I took a break from that on February 28th to see 
Veronica Brooks-Sigler '95 at the Meriden Public Library for a signing of her new book 
‘Five Finger Fiction.’ I'm still staying busy during the day as a Psychologist in private 
practice and volunteering with the Association of Rheumatology Health Professionals.”

Katrina James is currently an Associate in the White Collar Crime Group at Skadden, 
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom.  Prior to completing her J.D. in 2007 from NYU School of 
Law, Katrina was a member of the management team at a Harlem-based children and 
family services nonprofit and at two professional schools at NYU and Fordham.  Katrina 
received her B.S. in Human Service Studies from the College of Human Ecology, and 
also completed a Master of Social Work Degree from NYU in 1997.  She previously 
served as President and Reunion Chair of the Class of 1996.

Ricky Wong sends his regards and will update you with his goings-on in a future issue.

UPCOMING EVENTS

• RED HOT HOCKEY at Madison Square Garden in NYC
Saturday November 28, 2009

This event was such a big hit in 2007, the teams have signed on for an encore 
matchup!  The Class of 96 has obtained blocks of tickets in sections 131, 335 and 336 
for the long-awaited rematch of the Big Red and the Boston University Terriers!  Check 
out the MSG seating chart to see the locations of the Class of ‘96 block seats.

Would you like to join your friends in the class sections?  Great!  Tickets are available 
to current ‘96 duespayers and their guests, limit of four tickets per duespayer.  Not a 
duespayer yet?  No problem!  Join now and get in on the fun!  

To order tickets, simply fill out the hockey ticket order form and email to: 
alv1@cornell.edu.  Payment address will be provided upon receipt of completed form. 
Payment is by check, payable to Cornell Class of 1996.

In addition, please come early and join us for the Class of ’96 Happy Hour…check the 
website for information on time and location.  

• Zinck’s Night 2009  Thursday, October 15

mailto:alv1@cornell.edu
http://tailormadejehu.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/cuclassof96hockeytixorderform3.doc
http://www.cornell.edu/classes/
http://www.thegarden.com/seating/index.html


Check the Cornell alumni website for details on locations around the country. 
Duespayers, enjoy your first drink on the Class of 96 at the following locations:  Ithaca; 
New York City; Rockville, MD; Arlington, VA

Look for details about these and other upcoming events in your region in the next 
newsletter, and at the Class of 96 links below.  We look forward to seeing you soon!

CLASS of 1996 SURVEY
As we plan for future class events, the class council would like your opinions on the types 
and particulars of the events we plan…we invite you to take the following survey, to give 
us an idea of your preferences.  We’ll publish the results in a future newsletter.  The 
deadline to participate is October 15, 2009.

CLASS of 1996 LINKS
Class Website:  http://classof96.alumni.cornell.edu/ <http://classof96.alumni.cornell.edu/> 

Our Facebook Page: http://www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12473948039
<http://www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12473948039>

Our LinkedIn page: http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=64001 
<http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=64001>

Pay your class dues online! Cornell Class Dues Rewards Program.  Paying your class 
dues enables us to plan more class events, and helps to defray Reunion costs to 
attendees.

CORNELL LINKS:
Cornell alumni: http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/
Alumni events calendar: http://online.aad.cornell.edu/Content/event/calendar/index.cfm
Get involved: http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/volunteer.cfm
Cornell Alumni Magazine: http://cornellalumnimagazine.com/
Cornell home page: http://www.cornell.edu/
Search Cornell: http://www.cornell.edu/search/
Campus Events Calendar: http://www.cornell.edu/events/
CornellCast videos: http://www.cornell.edu/video/
Chronicle Online: http://www.news.cornell.edu/
Get Cornell news by RSS: http://www.news.cornell.edu/RSS/RSS.shtml
Ezra magazine: http://ezramagazine.cornell.edu/
Big Red sports: http://cornellbigred.com/
CyberTower: http://cybertower.cornell.edu/
Cornell Adult University: https://www.sce.cornell.edu/cau/
The Cornell Store: http://www.store.cornell.edu 
Far Above ... The Campaign for Cornell: http://www.campaign.cornell.edu/
CUbiquitous:  http://www.cornell.edu/CUbiquitous/
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http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/zincks/index.cfm


COMMENTS:
Please send editorial comments and suggestions for the Class of 1996 e-newsletter to the 
editor.  Please put “96 newsletter” in the memo line.

GET INVOLVED:
Have a knack for events planning?  Looking to reconnect with old friends?  Have an area 
of expertise you would like to share with your classmates?  We are always looking for 
more class council members, especially as Reunion approaches…send us an email! 

Your Class of 1996 Council is:
Co-Presidents:  Krishna Collie and A’ndrea Van Schoick

Co-Vice Presidents:  Margaret Bae and Alexandra Clinton
Secretary: Carrie Ermler

Treasurer/Membership:  David Caleca
Membership: Eric Kutcher

Webmaster:  Nicholas Grego
Reunion Co-Chairs:  Carlton Griffin and Jennifer Lagnado

Class Correspondents:  Ron Johnstone, Carin Silverman and Courtney Rubin
Council at-Large:  Jonelle Bradshaw de Hernandez, Stephanie Cockerl, Diana Fox, Katrina 

James, Rachel McCarthy and Ricky Wong

mailto:alv1@cornell.edu
mailto:amc1@cornell.edu
mailto:amc1@cornell.edu

